
Understanding Standard-Based Grading 
 
Four levels of progress are noted on the new report cards using a numeric marking system  
(4, 3, 2, 1, and N/A). A descriptor for each score is provided below: 
 

  Image  Grade Card Word 
Associated 

Explanation 

 
 
1 

Seed 

 

Emerging 
 
 
 
 

Need More Help! 
I am not able to 
demonstrate 
understanding of this 
standard yet.  I am still 
unsure about the standard 
and need further help from 
my teacher. 

 
 
2 

Sprout 

 

Approaching   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Almost there! 
I am making progress and 
can demonstrate partial 
mastery of the grade level 
standard.  I still need more 
practice or extra help from 
my teacher. 

 
 
3 

Tree 
 

 

Proficient 
 
 
 
 

I get it! 
I consistently demonstrate 
mastery of the knowledge 
and skills expected on this 
grade level standard.  I 
can show understanding 
independently and with 
confidence. 

 
 
4 

Tree House  
 

 

Advanced 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am an expert! 
I consistently demonstrate 
an understanding of the 
standard beyond what is 
expected at this grade 
level.  I am able to teach 
others or apply this 
learning in different ways. 

 



 
 
SCORING:  
 
On a standards-based report card, a mark of “3” is the expected goal for students, which 
indicates that the student is meeting the requirements of the academic standards for his/her 
grade level. Marks of “3” and “2” both indicate that a student is working within the 
expectations of his/her grade level. The difference is the level of independence and support a 
student needs to demonstrate mastery. The expectation is that most students will achieve a 
“3” by the end of the year for each grade-level standard. District curriculum leaders continue 
to identify the Missouri Learning Standards taught and the district expectations required for 
each marking period to inform instruction and assessment. Learners are scored on their 
progress made toward mastery of those expectations set forth for each marking period.  
 
4 – A mark of “4” indicates that the student’s progress exceeds standards because s/he has 
demonstrated mastery in terms of knowledge, and s/he applies that knowledge in ways that 
go beyond expectations. Instruction needs to be differentiated for this student because the 
student has demonstrated mastery of the grade level expectation at this time. Typically, very 
few students would be at this level of performance. In terms of behavior, students receiving a 
“4” demonstrate academic and social maturity beyond their years and those of their 
age/grade appropriate peers.  
 
3 – A mark of “3” indicates that the student’s progress towards end of the year standards 
meets the district’s expectations at this time. For example, a student who scores a 30% on the 
unit math pretest and receives a high score, even a 100%, on the posttest has responded well 
to instruction and receives a “3”. This student has met the expectation independently and 
requires little to no adult support to demonstrate proficiency after instruction has been 
delivered. In terms of behavior, the student who consistently (more times than not) 
demonstrates age/grade appropriate social and academic behaviors meets the expected 
standard and should receive a “3”.  
 
2 - A mark of “2” indicates that the student’s progression of skills and information is in the 
expected range, but s/he still requires support and assistance to meet the requirements of the 
academic standard for his/her grade level at this time. is assessed later in the school year In 
terms of behavior, a student would receive a “2” for any of the academic or social behaviors 
when s/he inconsistently demonstrates or needs reminders to meet the age/grade 
appropriate expectations as communicated by the teacher.  
 
1 – A mark of “1” indicates that the student is not meeting the requirements of the grade level 
standard at this time. His/her instructional level is characterized as requiring maximum 
teacher support and differentiation/accommodations or even modifications. In terms of 
behavior, the student who often (more times than not) demonstrates social and academic 
behaviors below what is expected for their age/grade receives a “1”. These behaviors are 



interfering with their learning and possibly the learning of others. It is expected that teachers 
have had dialogue with parents prior to the distribution of the report card for any student 
receiving a “1” for any standard.  
 
Blank – A mark box  indicates that the standard has not been adequately introduced, covered, 
or assessed during the marking period. All standards on a grade-level report card will be 
addressed by the end of the school year.  
 
G- A mark of “G” indicates that the standard is addressed in the student’s IEP goals or IAP 
goals.  This will be determined on an individual student basis.  Students who receive 
accommodations will be assessed on the grade level standards with the assistance of the 
accommodation indicated in the IEP or IAP.  If the student’s IEP or IAP indicates a need for 
modifications on a standard, the standard will not be reported on the grade card.  In this case, 
a “G” will be reported on the grade card and an individual progress report for the specific 
goal(s) will be given to parents. 
 
 
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
What are standards? 
Standards are what students should know and be able to do at the end of each grade. It would 
be impossible to list every standard on the report card. The standards on the report card are a 
snapshot, a “collapsed” version, of the Missouri Learning Standards.  
 
What is a standards-based report card? 
A standards-based report card provides detailed information on how well your child is 
progressing towards mastery of year-end standards. District curriculum leaders continue to 
identify the Standards taught and district expectations for each marking period to inform 
instruction and assessment. Standards’ expectations change from one marking period to the 
next as students move toward the end-of-the-year grade level expectations. Learners are 
scored on their progress made toward mastery of those expectations set forth for each 
marking period. 
 
What examples of data do teachers use to assign grades?  
With a standards-based approach, teachers evaluate student learning in a variety of ways 
using classroom observations and classwork, along with formative and summative 
assessments. The combination of these pieces of evidence, when reviewed with parents, 
provides a more detailed picture of student progress towards grade level expectations.  
 
How do I help my child “get a 4?” 
Remember, a mark of “3” indicates that a student is meeting grade-level expectations with 
independence and excellence. With high and challenging expectations, a “3” is exactly where 



a competent student should be. “Getting a 4” is not about what more a student does. It is 
what a student knows, and at what level s/he applies what s/he knows to new and 
higher-level situations that exceeds what is explicitly taught in class.  
 
How will I monitor my student’s progress? 
You will receive login information from your child’s school regarding access to PowerSchool. 
You may login to the district website or the PowerSchool app.  PowerSchool is the parent 
portal that provides access to grades, attendance, assignments and more.  There is a video 
with further explanation on the Neosho School District website. 
 
Standards-based reporting and Special Education?  
Students with Individualized Education Programs (IEP) must be provided with the same 
opportunity to receive grades in relation to expectations for grade level standards; this is a 
civil right. Since special education students are a heterogeneous group with various 
disabilities which impact learning, some may not achieve certain grade-level standards 
without special services and supports. For students with accommodations, the content of the 
standard remains the same, but the method for learning and demonstrating mastery of a 
standard may be adjusted. Modifications, on the other hand, can mean changing the standard 
itself, identifying standards that are fundamentally related but also developmentally 
appropriate. The Special Services Department make decisions regarding what content areas, 
if any, require modifications of the grade level standards. For all students with an IEP, a 
supplemental progress report is provided that identifies how students are performing on 
appropriately challenging learning tasks as outlined in the goals and objectives of their IEP.  
 
How are English Language Learners (ELL) who are still acquiring English language speaking 
and literacy skills graded? 
Students are assessed at their current grade level using the appropriate grade-level 
standard-based report card.    For students with accommodations, the content of the standard 
remains the same, but the method for learning and demonstrating mastery of a standard may 
be adjusted. Modifications, on the other hand, can mean changing the standard itself, 
identifying standards that are fundamentally related but also developmentally appropriate.  
 
What if I have additional questions? 
 Please visit with your child’s classroom teacher about learning targets and standards-based 
grading, as well as with the building principal. You may also contact the District Office: 

 
Rebecca Sears 

 Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum &  Instruction 
417-451-8600  

searsrebecca@neoshosd.org 
 

GRADES ARE NOT ABOUT WHAT STUDENTS EARN;  
GRADES ARE ABOUT WHAT STUDENTS LEARN. 


